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Overview

• Better Practices, Better Planet 2020
• Awards
• What Else Informs the Goals? 

• U.N. Sustainable Development Goals
• Circular Economy 
• Investment Community/ESG
• Climate Crisis
• Plastics Crisis

• 2030 Goals



About AF&PA



Sustainability Goals



Sustainability Report



Better Practices, Better Planet 2020 Sustainability Goals

• Improve purchased energy efficiency by at least 10%       
• Increase paper recovery for recycling to exceed 70%.    ?
• Reduce greenhouse gas emissions by at least 20%. 2018?
• Improve worker safety incidence rate by 25%,with a vision of achieving 

zero injuries. 

• Increase fiber procured from certified forest lands and through certified 
sourcing programs; and work to reduce illegal logging worldwide. 

• Reduce water use by at least 12%. No?

Goal 2016 Performance (see 
2018 Report)

Goal Status

Improve purchased energy 
efficiency by at least 10%

11.6 % Improvement Achieved

Exceed 70 percent paper 
recovery for recycling

68.1 percent recovery rate Possible 

Reduce greenhouse gas 
emissions by at least 20 percent

19.9 percent reduction Likely 



Better Practices, Better Planet 2020 Sustainability Goals

• Improve purchased energy efficiency by at least 10%       
• Increase paper recovery for recycling to exceed 70%.    ?
• Reduce greenhouse gas emissions by at least 20%. 2018?
• Improve worker safety incidence rate by 25%,with a vision of achieving 

zero injuries. 

• Increase fiber procured from certified forest lands and through certified 
sourcing programs; and work to reduce illegal logging worldwide. 

• Reduce water use by at least 12%. No?

Goal 2016 Performance (see 
2018 Report)

Goal Status

Improve safety incidence rate by 
25 percent, while working to 
achieve zero injuries

36.3 percent improvement Achieved

Increase fiber procurement from 
certified forestlands

and from certified fiber sourcing 
programs; and
decrease illegal logging

6.1 percentage point 
increase

12.1 percentage point 
increase

Achieved

Achieved

Reduce pulp and paper mill water
use by at least 12 percent

6.6 percent reduction Not Likely 



Sustainability Awards

• Leadership in Sustainability
• Energy Efficiency/GHG Reduction
• Paper Recovery for Recycling
• Safety
• Sustainable Forest Management
• Water

• Innovation in Sustainability



WestRock’s Advancing Foodservice Packaging for Recycling 
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United Nations Sustainability Goals

AF&PA Members Contribute to:

4. Education
6. Water
7. Energy
8. Economic Growth
11. Sustainable Cities and 
Communities
12. Responsible Consumption &     
Production
13. Climate
15. Life on Land



Investment Community/ESG



Investment Community/ESG

Katharine Eaton
AF&PA Manager, Communications

Visit us online at:
sustainability.afandpa.org

Follow us on Twitter:
@ForestandPaper



Investment Community/ESG



Investment Community/ESG



Circular Economy 

Source:  Ellen McArthur 
Foundation 



Climate Crisis



Climate Crisis
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2010 to Q1, 2019:
• Announced 

Retirements: 102 
GWs of capacity.

• Another 17 GWs
by 2025





Plastics Crisis

Reuters: Samsul Said



Think Paper

www.think-paper.com



2030 Goals

• Materiality
• Categories

• Greenhouse Gas
• Water
• Forestry
• Sustainability of our Products/Circular Economy
• Diversity and Inclusion
• Safety – Serious Injuries and Fatalities
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Rethinking Serious Injuries & Fatalities (SIFs)

• Expert research insight: even significant declines in the 
total recordable incident rate (TRIR) do not typically result 
in comparable reductions in serious injuries and fatalities 
(SIFs) (See Paul Noe Blog:  A New Paradigm for 
Preventing Serious Injuries and Fatalities: 
https://www.afandpa.org/media/blog/bloga/2019/03/05/a-
new-paradigm-for-preventing-serious-injuries-and-
fatalities)

• Changing longstanding assumption about how to judge 
success in safety efforts. 

https://www.afandpa.org/media/blog/bloga/2019/03/05/a-new-paradigm-for-preventing-serious-injuries-and-fatalities


Rethinking Serious Injuries & Fatalities (SIFs)

• Because only a subset of minor injuries are associated with 
precursors to SIFs,  reducing SIFs requires a different 
strategy than reducing minor injuries.

• Focus on leading indicators -- rather than lagging indicators 
like TRIR -- as a proactive, preventative approach to 
ensuring workplace safety



How AF&PA is Helping Member Companies Prevent SIFs

• Voluntary program to help members prevent SIFs 
(launched 3/19)
• 27 companies signed up
• Key elements: 1) leadership and management 

commitment; 2) employee involvement; 3) risk 
identification; 4) risk management;  5) measurement 
and monitoring; and 6) continuous improvement

• Webinars on preventing SIFs, facilitated by Krause Bell 
Group



How AF&PA is Helping Member Companies Prevent SIFs

• Annual Safety Workshop 
• Facilitate exchange of learnings and insights among member 

safety professionals
• Other ways AF&PA facilitates SIF prevention: 

• Safety alerts program
• Hosting regular member conference calls 
• Compiling annual statistical survey focused on SIFs and other 

safety metrics



Contact Information

Jerry Schwartz

(202) 463-2581

Jerry_Schwartz@afandpa.org
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